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	Asiaweek, October 10, 1997
	The Nations Thailand

	“It’s a Good Starting Point”
	The current Constitution was actually drafted and amended when you were in office.  Did you not have any concerns about it at the time?
	Every now and then there are complaints, that when I was Prime Minister, why did I not use the opportunity to reform the political system?  The fact is that when I was first asked (by the coup leaders) to be Prime Minister, I was a bit ambivalent.  On th
	There is criticism that the new charter is too much of a compromise?
	Compromise is the basis of democracy.  Whatever course we decide to take. It is always subject to criticism.  I am aware of that, I am used to it.  It doesn’t bother me.  There might be one or two sections where there are problems, but it doesn’t mean th
	What will this charter do to tackle vote buying and corrupt practices?
	The monitoring process is going to be more thorough.  The organisations to be set up will have the power and responsibility of bringing wrongdoers to justice.  It doesn’t mean that just because we have a good Constitution, democracy is going to have a ro
	What about the bad men, the godfathers, the corrupt?  Will this new Constitution get rid of them?
	You cannot get rid of them overnight.  You have to go through a series of elections.  There is a school of thought that people with unsavoury characters, if they live under rules which allow them to show their unsavoury side, they will do it.  But if you
	A number of politicians have been quite outspoken in their opposition to the draft.  Why do you think someone like Interior Minister Sanoh Thienthong expressed sentiments against it?
	Perhaps he is worried this new Constitution may spell the end of his career.   In the debate over this Constitution, many of the MPs have shown their real characters.
	Deputy PM Thaksin Shinawatra suggests only rich people, people who can support themselves, ought to be ministers?
	I don’t agree with that.  This is a very simplistic assessment.  Rich men do not cheat.  Or educated people do not cheat.
	Will Thailand continue to be ruled by the elite, people with money?


